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ARMA and October ð you know 
the next word that comes to mind has 
GOT to be conference, right?  The annual 
conference has become a secondary Mecca 
of sorts to me.  Itõs that place where I know 
I can go to get my òfixó of current 
education, information on cutting edge 
developments in the records world, and 
fun.  And for those who know me best, you 
know that Iõm a real òears-headó, so 
conference in Orlando is pretty much my 
idea of heaven.  San Antonio was historic.  
Vegas was glam.  But the very mention of 
Orlando causes my inner childõs heart to 
skip a beat and I become giddy at the very 
thought of being there. 

Someday My Prince Will Come 

Mickey Mouse is my prince.  I 
admit it.  Iõm hopelessly enamored with a 
cartoon rodent.  And Disney World (my 
primary Mecca) is one of my favorite 
metaphors for life in general.  I could go on 
and on for hours philosophizing about it.  
Splash Mountain is my favorite ride.  I love 
the docile laid-back ride through the 
imaginary woods, followed by the fast cool 
drop in the misty darkness, then the spooky 
build up again to the adrenalin rush free-fall 
into the briar patch in full public view at the 
end, followed by the encore song and dance 
celebration as you glide gracefully back to 
exactly where you started ð the same 
person, but with a whole different 
perspective.  Kindaõ reminds me of my 
records program in a way, or a good novel, 
or any one of a dozen other things. 

When conference comes around, 
though, I will have already spent my 
vacation time at Disney. Iõll be ready, rested 

and focused on the task at hand.  This is a 
different kind of fun ð to be at conference ð 
being mentally stretched, exposed to new 
ideas, and allowing creative thoughts to flow.  
Itõs the kind of brain exercise that can re-
charge a tired records program, reinvigorate a 
mundane process, and make the implausible 
seem downright doable.  Itõs that nerdy kind 
of thrill that all of us records management 
types know well.  It gets us thinking and 
talking and wanting to know and think and 
talk some more.  I can feel the buzz already. 

Economical Fix for Tough Times 

I hope that many of our Mile High 
Denver Chapter members will be at 
conference this year. However, I also know 
that times are tough, and many businesses are 
cutting back on seeming luxuries like travel 
and professional development.  If this is true 
for you, remember that the local chapter 
meetings are another, economical way to get 
your òfix.ó  Come and hear the ideas and 
information, think and talk, and think and talk 
some more. 

Donõt forget your mouse ears! 

Itõs That Time of Year Again! 
Laura McGee, President 

Take advantage of  us.  Learn 
how ñ page 2 

October Meetingñsponsored by 
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October Presentation 

 

Tales From the Vault 

Kathy Nielsen, CRM, and Laura McGee 

 

Kathy Nielsen shares her experience of  tackling the paper monster head-on.  This 
records junkie led an intrepid team on a vital records project at Coors Brewing Company, 

sorting through, organizing and storing stacks of  paper in an old bank vault. 

From forming the team to sticking on the last label, witness her obstacles and problem-
solving approach, the integration of  technology, and some good old-fashioned hands-on 

determination. 

Joining her will be her team member, Laura McGee, whose first-hand knowledge of  
legal processes and documents proved to be invaluable in the project.   

October Chapter Meeting Information 

When: Tues, October 20, 2009 

11:00 registration / check-in 

11:15 plated lunch service (menu choice online) 

11:45 announcements 

12:00 presentation 

1:00  adjourn 

Where:  Tuscany Restaurant ñ Loews Denver Hotel 
Colorado & Mississippi (4150 E Mississippi) 

Reserve your place & meal.  Reserve online. Save $$$$. 

Take advantage of  us!  Get a discount! 

Click here: October Meeting 

Online registration deadline: 10:00 am, Fri, Oct 16 

http://www.armadenver.org/meetingspages/monthlymeeting.htm
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This year we 
decided to 

change our philanthropic endeavor.  
We are challenging our members to 
ògive back to our communityó by 
either donating money to our 
charity or volunteering hours for 
their favorite charities or activities. 

This challenge runs September 
2009 through April 2010.   

Do you volunteer? 

Most people volunteer in many 
ways and do not think they have 
time to volunteer.  Many people 
volunteer at/for their church or 
religious affiliation, charities or fund
-raisers such a òTri for the CUREó 
or by volunteering with youth 
groups or activities such as 
coaching òLittle Leagueó or being a 
scout leader.  These are volunteer 
activities that give back to our 
community.   

When questioned, most people 
realize that they already donate their 
time and why not keep track of that 
donated time for a good cause?  For 
those members who do not now 
volunteer, we hope this challenge 
will inspire you to pick a cause or 
charity and donate a few hours. 

Our Charity 

We have selected METRO 
VOLUNTEERS  as our charity 
this year.  òMetro Volunteers is 501
(c)3 nonprofit organization that 
helps individuals, families and 
corporate and community groups 
find volunteer opportunities at 
diverse service organizations 
throughout the metro Denver area.  
Our capacity-building programs and 
services allow volunteers to work 
hand-in-hand with nonprofit 
agencies to develop strong and 

vibrant communities.ó   To find out 
more about Metro Volunteers, 
please contact them at 303.282.1234 
or www.metrovolunteers.org. 

Why Metro Volunteers 

Metro Volunteers offers the 
ability of donating money to them 
so they can continue to match 
volunteers to nonprofits in the 
Denver area especially smaller 
nonprofits that do not have 
resources to solicit volunteers. 

Volunteers can sign up to 
volunteer for any of their matched 
nonprofits or add the hours that the 
volunteer donates to other 
programs or entities not on the 
matched nonprofits. 

Each volunteer can set up a 
personal area which will allow them 
to track their hours for all their 
volunteer activities. 

We have created a group for us 
òMile High Denver ARMAó for 
our members to join. 

The Challenge 

As a group, we are challenging 
our members to donate a total of 
3,296 hours and $2,060 in the next 
8 months.  This equates to 16 hours 
and $10 per member. The chapter 
will match $0.25 per $1 donated up 
to $500.   

How You Can Participate 

To sign up to Metro Volunteers 
for volunteer opportunities and to 
track your volunteer hours: 

Go to www.metrovolunteers.org 
and sign up as a new member. 

Signed up?  Go to the òMy 
Teamsó tab on your home page and 
òSearch all Teamsó for MILE 
HIGH DENVER ARMA.  Click 

on the òJoin This Teamó button. 

Use the Metro Volunteer site to 
locate an activity or charity ð or ð 

Click on the Personal 
Information tab, then Volunteer 
History.  You can add 
organizations and track your 
volunteer hours from your current 
volunteer activities. 

Your personal area is just 

that, personal.  We cannot see 

for whom you volunteer or the 

number of hours. 

The Charity Chairperson, 
Kathleen Fortenberry, will contact 
you for status updates of the 
number of hours donated.  As 
Chairperson of our volunteer 
group on Metro Volunteers, she 
knows who has joined but not the 
specific details of their volunteer 
activities. 

To donate money: 

Make checks payable to òMetro 
Volunteersó. 

Send your check to the Mile 
High Denver ARMA Treasurer, 
700 N. Colorado Blvd., #105, 
Denver, CO 80206. 

This will allow the chapter to match 
our donations. 

Watch Us Meet our Goal 

Watch the chapter website  
www.armadenver.org to see how 
close we are to meeting our goals. 

Check the website and 
newsletter for more information 
and articles and for testimonials 
from your fellow members on 
their volunteering activities.  Please 
help us meet our goals.   

Are you up to the challenge? 

Give Back to Our Communityó Charity Challenge 2009/2010 

Kathleen Fortenberry, CRM, Charity Chairperson 

http://www.metrovolunteers.org
http://www.metrovolunteers.org
http://www.armadenver.org
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We had a great end of  
summer networking event. 
This one was held òout eastó 
at Ling and Louie's 
Northfield Stapleton on 
August 27th. We had 31 
members and friends attend. 
We had a couple of  new 
members (shout out to 
Nigel McClammy and Bill 
Gundelfinger) and a couple 
of  visitors that became 
members (Hi Bernice!). 

It was a really nice and 
relaxing event. You are able 
to touch base with friends 
you might not have seen in a 
while or had the chance to 

meet some new ones. I 
personally really enjoy these 
events and love being able to 
chat with my peers and 
friends about all kinds of  
topics. 

The food was great. Little 
Kobe beef  sliders, pot 
stickers, shrimp, etc. We even 
had a couple of  chapter 
members stick around for 
dinner afterwards. 

We also had a brief  fun 
meeting of  the Spring 
Seminar committee and I had 
several volunteer for the 
Networking committee. They 

Weõre Movinõ and Groovinõ ... 

Mollie Taggart, Networking Committee Chair 

are going to work on the 
next two events. 

Thanks to everyone who 
came and look forward to 
seeing you at the next one! 

Meet your Networking 
Committee: 

Sandy Schrawder 

Mollie Taggart 

Linda Fukui 

James Kennedy 

Angela Schlege 

Sharon Blackstock 

Bernice LaRocque 


